LITTERS OF SRI AUROBIXDO

Shakespeare's poetry- coruscates with a play of the
hues of imagination which we may regard as a
mental substitute for the inspiration of the illumined
mind and sometimes by aiming at an exalted note
he links on to the illumined overhead inspi-
ration itself as in the lines I have more than once
quoted:

Wilt thou upon the high and giddy mast
Seal up the shipboyss eyes and rock his brains
In cradle of the rude imperious surge?

But the rest of that passage falls away in spite of
its high-pitched language and resonant rhythm far
below the overhead strain, So it is easy for the mind
to mistake and take the higher for the lower inspi-
ration or vice versa. Thus Milton's lines might at
first sight be taken because of a certain depth of
emotion in their large lingering rhythm as having
the overhead complexion, but this rhythm loses
something of its sovereign right because there are
no depths of sense behind it. It conveys nothing
but the noble and dignified pathos of the blindness
and old age of a great personality fallen into evil
days. Milton's architecture of thought and verse
is high and powerful and massive, but there are
usually no subtle echoes there, no deep chambers;
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